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Ethics in Accounting and Research on Accounting Ethics  

Charles D. Bailey (cbailey2@memphis.edu) (Contact for inquiries.)  
Irana J. Scott (iscott1@memphis.edu ) 
Julie C. Hyde (jchyde@memphis.edu) 

Note: For more details, see “Publication Trends in Research on Professional 
Responsibility and Ethics in Accounting and Research on Accounting Ethics, and 
a Database of the Articles” in Research on Professional Responsibility and Ethics 

in Accounting, Volume 14, 175–186 

The index is in an Excel 2007 read-only, macro-enabled (xlsm) file, the 

current version of which is downloadable from www.profbailey.com/rprea/. The 

file will not work properly in earlier versions of Excel. Prudent security settings 

require that one not allow macros for all files, and the following warning normally 

will appear when the file is opened: 

 

To enable, click Options…Enable this content. 

Start Screen 

This is how the search screen initially appears. Articles are in order of 
publication: 
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Search terms may be entered in Col. B 

• Rows 2–6 contain pull-down menus with the “official” list of terms.  

• Rows 7 and 8 allow whole or partial words (or phrases) that the authors 
chose to add. 

• Rows 9–11 allow searching for whole or partial words or phrases in the 
author fields, and rows 12–14 allow searching the title. 

All other fields are protected to prevent corruption of the spreadsheet, but the 
password to remove protection is “ethics.”3 

                                                      
3 Comments and suggestions on the design and function of the program are welcome, and should 

be directed to the first author. 
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Conducting a Search 

1. Enter search terms. Here, the term students has been selected from the 
pull-down list. All articles (a total of 23) in the list having this key word 
now are highlighted (in Col. G) but no sorting has taken place. 

 

2. Here, a second key word, moral reasoning, has been selected from the 
official pull-down list. In the Additional key word field we have added 
advanced. In two Author fields massey and thorne have been added. 
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3. Clicking the Sort by Relevance box discloses that one article meets 80% 
(4 out of 5) of our criteria. 

Columns T–AB will show the title, authors, year, and page numbers. We 
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can scroll down or to the right to view details. For the articles that interest 
us… 

 

Column CI, at the far right, contains the citations in a form that is not 
completely standard but is easily adaptable for a Reference list: 

Richard A. Bernardi, Angela Downey, Dawn W. Massey, Linda 
Thorne. Critical Thinking and the Moral Reasoning of 
Intermediate Accounting Students. Research on Accounting Ethics 
8(2002):73-102. 

 


